





The Hearing Aid: 
Historical Footnotes 
by Kenneth W. Berger, Ph.D. 


Master hearing aid devices have 
been popular with many clinicians 
during the past 25 years. Actually, 
the first such instrument was pat- 
ented more than 75 years ago, in 
1905, by Miller Reese Hutchison. 
Another was patented in England by 
Eric T. Hincks in 1913. Neither of 
these, apparently, ever was marketed. 

The first master hearing aid to 
reach production was patented in 
1938 by Samuel F. Lybarger. Evi- 
dently all of the first generation mod- 
els, called Selex-A-Phone, were des- 
troyed when the Radioear firm moved 
from Pittsburgh. Only one model of 
the second generation Selex-A- 
Phones has survived, and is shown 
below. 





1936 model Selex-A-Phone 


The Selex-A-Phone permitted lis- 
tening trials with four different car- 
bon microphones (the first genera- 
tion model had three) which varied in 
frequency response. The client could 
try three different air conduction 
receivers, an earphone, and three dif- 
ferent bone conduction vibrators. 

Very soon similar devices were 
available. The first use of the term 
“master hearing aid” appeared in a 
1938 article by the physician A. A. 
Hayden. In that same year Arthur 
Wengel introduced his Wengel Test 
Auditor, a vacuum tube master hear- 
ing aid. Larger and more compli- 
cated master hearing aids were em- 
ployed for research which resulted in 
the so-called Harvard Report of 1947. 
At the same time, similar instruments 
were used in England by the Medical 
Research Council, whose research 
resulted in the Medresco hearing aid. 
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Dr. Berger is the author of The Hearing Aid: 
Its Operation and Development, published by 
the National Hearing Aid Society. He is Direc- 
tor of Audiology at Kent State University and 
Curator of the museum on hearing aids at the 
Kent State Campus. 
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Change in Legislators Likely in Two States 


A political changing of the legislative guard is in the offing in North Carolina and 
Texas as sizeable numbers of incumbents in both states are not seeking re-election. In 
North Carolina, 10 senators and 14 house members are not seeking re-election. While in 
Texas, one-third of 33 standing committee chairmen in the House are throwing in the 
towel. With legislative pay of $7,200 a year in Texas for an increasingly full-time job, the 
turnover is understandable. 


Mississippi Fraud Control Unit Formed 


Legislation was enacted in Mississippi creating a Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 
within the office of the Attorney General. The law empowers the Attorney General to 
audit and inspect records of Medicaid providers, and to prosecute violators. 
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